






















2

www.nfia.nl 

De Rijksdienst voor Ondernemend Nederland (RVO.nl) stimuleert Duurzaam, Agrarisch, Innovatief en 
Internationaal ondernemen. RVO.nl is per 2014 ontstaan uit de fusie van Agentschap NL en Dienst 
Regelingen.  

Dit bericht kan informatie bevatten die niet voor u is bestemd. Indien u 
niet de geadresseerde bent of dit bericht abusievelijk aan u is gezonden, 
wordt u verzocht dat aan de afzender te melden en het bericht te  
verwijderen.  
De Staat aanvaardt geen aansprakelijkheid voor schade, van welke aard  
ook, die verband houdt met risico's verbonden aan het elektronisch  
verzenden van berichten. 
This message may contain information that is not intended for you. If you 
are not the addressee or if this message was sent to you by mistake, you 
are requested to inform the sender and delete the message. 
The State accepts no liability for damage of any kind resulting from the 
risks inherent in the electronic transmission of messages. 
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Strategic location
The Netherlands, located in between the three largest economies in Europe, provides a strategic location 
to serve markets in Europe, The Middle East and Africa.

International business environment
An international outlook and openness to foreign investment is firmly engrained in the Dutch culture, and 
this has yielded a wealth of word-class business partners who know how to deal with global business 
challenges in today's economy.

Superior logistics and technology infrastructure
The port of Rotterdam is the world's third largest seaport, while Schiphol airport is recognized as one of the 
major business hubs in Europe. The Netherlands is also classified as one of the most "wired" countries in 
the world.

Highly educated, multilingual and flexible workforce 
The Netherlands features one of the most highly educated, flexible and motivated workforces in Europe. 
Dutch professionals are also among the most multilingual in the world .

Excellent quality of life
The Netherlands has a high standard of living, while the costs of living, housing, education and cultural 
activities are lower than in most Western-European countries. 

Favorable fiscal climate 
The Dutch tax environment for international companies is attractive, with a relatively low corporate tax rate, 
a wide tax treaty network, the participation exemption, and a 30% tax break for highly qualified foreign 
employees. 

Reasons to invest in the Netherlands



Highly competitive corporate tax rate
The corporate tax rate of 25% is lower than the national average of the EU-25 (25.8%) and far below the 
average of the EU-15 (29.5%). For smaller firms, even lower rates will apply -- 20% for the first € 200,000.

A wide tax treaty network 
The Netherlands has a superior treaty network created as part of an overall policy of removing obstacles to 
international flows of goods and capital as far as possible. The treaties avoid double taxation on income 
and capital, and reduce withholding taxes on dividends -- often to 0%. 

Benefit from participation exemption
This feature exempts from Dutch corporate income tax any and all benefits related to a qualifying 
shareholding -- such as cash dividends, dividends-in-kind, bonus shares, hidden profit distributions and 
capital gains.

Save substantially on labor costs: 30% Tax ruling for expatriates 
The Netherlands has a special tax regime for expatriates, the so-called 30% ruling, which provides a 
substantial income tax exemption of up to 30%, for a period of up to 120 months. This is viewed as a 
reimbursement for the extra costs involved in living abroad.

Certainty in advance: The Advance Tax Ruling Practice
This covenant between Dutch tax authorities and the taxpayer, agreed to in advance, ensures they view a 
company's tax situation in a certain way in cross-border situations. It allows companies to obtain a pre-
determined tax ruling regarding what will be taxed. Armed with this knowledge; companies have certainty 
about their future tax position for a specified number of years.

Tax advantages of the Netherlands



Data centers in NHN

DATA CENTERS: WHY THE NETHERLANDS?

• Excellent physical broadband connection infrastructure: all sub-sea cables from
North-America arrive in Amsterdam region.

• Amsterdam Internet Exchange is the largest internet hub of the world
• The Netherlands is a global center for data traffic
• The Netherlands has the second highest bandwidth speed per internet user in the world
• Very reliable and efficient energy infrastructure
• High number of internet users
• The Netherlands ranks second in broadband internet subscribers globally
• The Netherlands rank very high in adequate cyber security







The region NHN 

• Amsterdam & Airport Schiphol at 50 km

• Focus on Energy, Water and Agri-Food

• Top knowledge institutes & international R&D

• Solid energy infrastucture

• Motivated personnel & international education

• Good infrastructure, space & quality of life







Datacentre locations NHN

AMSix
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

AgriportA7:

• Microsoft datacenter (37 ha)
• Cost saving energy supply
• 3 redundant optical fiber connections to AIX
• 2 x 150 KV substations,
• 100 MW plus available
• 100 ha ready to build land (6 weeks permit)

Zevenhuis:

• Green field, ready to build
• Close to Hoorn and A7 motorway
• Power, water and fiber available
• Availability 100 MW to be discussed
• 12 ha ready to build land

Distriport
• Green field, ready to build
• Close to Hoorn and A7 motorway
• Power, water and fiber available
• Availability 100 MW to be discussed
• 60 ha ready to build land

Energy Innovation Park

• TAQA Energy gas storage
• HVC waste incineration (60 MW power)
• 150 KV substation, 100 MW to be discussed
• Redundant optical fiber connections to AIX
• 30 ha ready to build land (6 weeks permit)

Wind farm under construction:

• 500 MW wind farm (operational 2017)
• Extra 150 KV substation installed at Agriport
• Wind testing facilities

























Requirements 

• 15-20 hectares

• Availability of 100 MW (readily available or can be connected within 12

months from decision making)

• Zoning should allow for light industrial use (with the option for a

datacenter).

• Height restrictions have to allow at least to build up till 20 meters, but

preferably even 30 meters or higher.

• Availability of water is a big advantage (Design will be adjusted

accordingly, so no specific volumes or quality mentioned yet)

• Renewable power nearby is a plus

• Square or rectangle site preferred

• Key is a short timeline after decision making (however uncertain when

decision will be made)





















Colt to built data center in city of Roosendaal  

Colt, Europe’s leading information delivery platform, today announced its first modular data centre 
deployment in the Netherlands on a 39,000m2 site. Colt will initially deploy 2,000m2 of data centre space 
at the site, before increasing its capacity to 20 halls over 10,000m2. With a significant anchor tenant 
already secured, Colt expects to commence operations at the new carrier neutral data centre in early 
2013. Last May publications in Dutch newspapers announced the new data center to be established in the 
city of Roosendaal, in the province of Brabant. 
 
The site will further expand Colt’s modular data centre capabilities, adding to its existing London and Paris 
sites and is strategically located between the major cities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerp and 
Brussels, where it will act as a key hub for the delivery of Colt’s low latency services in the region. For 
security purposes, the site is also strategically located away from the Netherlands’ low-lying areas to 
minimise flood risk which, together with the Colt modular data centre’s reputation for quality, means 
customers can be confident that their information is protected.  
 
“We are delighted to be expanding our footprint in Europe. Given its strategic location between four of 
Europe’s major cities, the site offers an ideal location for our first modular data centre deployment in the 
Netherlands,” said Bernard Geoghegan, Executive Vice President at Colt Data Centre Services. “We have 
already secured a major organisation as anchor tenant for the site and have seen substantial interest from 
other companies from across the Benelux region. The expansion capability of the site together with our 
unique modular approach means our customers will be able to scale and add additional capacity as 
demand requires.”    www.colt.net 

 

Testimonial of COLT  



We provide services to foreign companies: 
- Assistance, guidance and advice
- Introduction to relevant networks
- Free of charge and confidential
- In cooperation with Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency (NFIA)

We are part of the Brabant Development Agency (BOM). Our shareholders are the Dutch Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and the Province of Brabant.  

We work closely together with the other BOM departments: 
- BOM Business Development: brings together small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and knowledge

institutes to reach results such as investments, new products and services, and new companies or
spin-offs.

- BOM Capital: invests venture capital to start and grow promising companies and in mature companies
looking to lead their fields in innovation.

- BOM Business Locations: facilitates the development of strategic and sustainable business locations in
Brabant. 

Who we are? 

















Noord-Holland Noord stands out as the 
place for the development of sustainable 
energy. One look at the landscape and you 
can see why: water, wind and sun (the region 
with the country’s most hours of sunshine). 
Offshore wind farms, the City of the Sun, 
energy-generating dikes – these are the 
symbols of this energy region. And yet, less 
visibly, Noord-Holland Noord is brimming 
with energy. Hidden under the surface is 
one of Europe’s largest gas storage sites, 
strategically vital to the security of the gas 
supply in northwest Europe. 

Growth
Innovation in the energy sector is the engine 
of economic growth and employment, vice 
governor Jaap Bond reflects. “We are fully 
committed to the development of sustainable 
energy. It’s a choice that pays dividends: from 
sustainable energy to a sustainable economy. 

We are cutting CO
2
 emissions, working on 

a more independent energy supply, creating 
scope for entrepreneurs and creating new 
jobs.” Noord-Holland Noord is perfectly 
located from a strategic perspective: 
at the intersection of international gas, 
electricity and communication networks, 
just a 30-minute drive away from the capital 
Amsterdam and Schiphol airport, with Den 
Helder and Amsterdam key seaports, and 
with a very strong agribusiness that offers 
many crossover opportunities with the 
energy sector. Not only that, but in ECN the 
province has an internationally renowned 
energy research centre. In addition, the 
energy multinational TAQA is not only  
investing in its gas storage and treatment 
plant but is also committed, along with 
the municipality of Alkmaar, to the Energy 
Innovation Park, a business cluster for energy 
development.

Expertise
One of the main initiators is the Energy 
Board, in which vice governor Bond 
organises strategic meetings with top 
executives from ECN, TAQA, the tank 
storage company Vopak, the energy 
networks operator Alliander and the 
sustainability NGO Urgenda, among 
others. “Their expertise and input help 
get promising, innovative projects off 
the ground and put a special focus on 
the business cases.” The province also 
established a participation fund in 2014 
to invest in companies that are geared 
to innovative sustainable energy. The 
cooperation between business, research 
and government makes Noord-Holland 
Noord an incubator for sustainable 
technology with strong national and 
international appeal.

3	� EIP: The energy innovation centre of 
the Netherlands.

4	 Gas: Opting for security.
5	� Biogas: Green gas is the future.
6	 Facts and figures.
8	 ECN: Pivotal innovation role.

9	� Energy dikes: Land of water and energy
10	� Wind energy: Noord-Holland Noord 

has the wind in its sails.
11	� Heading into CO2

-neutral neighbour-
hoods

Wind, water, sun, green gas: Noord-Holland Noord is becoming the centre for 

new technology and business in the field of sustainable energy. And it is innovation 

in energy where the province sees the engine of a sustainable economy.

Full of energy
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ENERGY DEMAND

+47%
Worldwide energy demand grew by 47% between 
2010 and 2013. In Europe this figure is estimated at 

18%. In the Netherlands demand is likely to rise by 7% 
until 2017 (from 2010) and then stabilise.

INVESTMENTS

2.7 billion
Noord-Holland Noord is investing 2.7 billion euro 

between 2010 and 2020 in energy development, about 
half of which is intended for sustainable energy and the 

energy transition. 

INDUSTRY

1390
In the Noord-Holland Noord region almost 1400 

companies and company branches are related to the 
energy sector. For 200 of these companies energy is 

the core business, the other 1200 are suppliers, service 
providers or advisors.

TEST
 FACILITIES

6
Noord-Holland Noord has five test and development 
plants for (sustainable) energy: the ECN wind turbine 

test farm in Wieringermeer, the Knowledge Centre 
WMC in Wieringerwerf, the Seaweed Centre on 
Texel, the High Flux Reactor in Petten and the Tidal 

Testing Centre in Den Oever. 2014 will see the launch 
of the sixth development site: the Expertise Centre for 

Biomass Gasification. 

JOBS

32.500
The Noord-Nederland energy sector employs almost 

32.500 people full-time while in Noord-Holland 
Noord 7325 people are employed full-time in the 

energy sector or related branches.

ENERGY
VALLEY

Along with the northern provinces of Drenthe, Friesland 
and Groningen, Noord-Holland Noord forms the 
‘Energy Valley’, the main supplier of energy in the 
Netherlands and the heart of the ‘Gas Hub’ and 

Electricity grid of northwest Europe.

SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMY

FUND
The province of Noord-Holland launched the 

Sustainable Economy Participation Fund in 2014 
to provide an incentive for investments in biomass, 

sustainable building, solar energy and offshore wind. 
The fund of 30 million euro can be extended to a 

maximum of 85 million euro. The province wants to 
use the participation fund to promote the development 

of sustainable energy as well as boost the economic 
potential of the sector and employment.

STUDENTS

116.000
In Amsterdam there are two universities serving over 

53.000 academic students. The universities of applied 
sciences InHolland and HvA serving 63.000 students. 

In Bergen the European School offers international 
primary and secondary education for 600 students. 

In Den Helder a dedicated minor for oil & gas is offered.









Solar energy is one of the sustainable energy 
spearheads of the province of Noord-Holland, 
with an accent on the built environment, which 
accounts for some 40% of the energy con-
sumption. The province wants to make buildings 
self-sufficient energy users. In this respect, solar 
energy and energy efficiency play a key role.

Energy and work

The sun currently supplies a very modest 5% of 
sustainable energy production in the province. 
All the operational solar power projects 
produce a total of 83 TJ (terajoule) annually, 
which helps reduce CO

2
 emissions by 5500 

tonnes. Moreover, the installation of solar 
panels also generates employment. It has been 
estimated that 42 jobs are created for every 
megawatt of solar panels. So it is easy to see 
why the province is investing in projects and 
tools that boost the share of solar energy. Like 
the subsidy scheme ‘Solar Power in Schools’ 
in 2012 that equipped more than a hundred 

The source of inspiration in both the parcelling 
and architecture, is the sun. Optimum use is 
made of active and passive solar energy. Eighty 
per cent of the parcelling of the City of the Sun 
is in a north-south alignment so that the solar 
panels are automatically south-facing to enable 
the best possible solar yield. The active solar 
energy of 2.45 MW is generated by photovol-
taic (PV) solar panels on the roofs of the homes 
and various other buildings. The solar panels 
are just one of the measures being taken to 
realise a CO2

-neutral neighbourhood. Other 
measures are the building of energy-efficient 
homes (known as ISO++ homes) and the erec-
tion of three wind turbines in the recreational 
area. These environmental measures make this 
neighbourhood a model project both for the 
Netherlands and abroad. 

schools with solar-power units. Or ‘Herman the 
Solar Power Distributor’ in which collectively 
generated solar power is distributed fairly 
among the residents of apartment buildings, 
and the SolaRoad in Krommenie, a cycle path 
that works like a solar panel. There is also a 
farmer subsidy scheme, ‘Replace Asbestos 
with Solar Panels’, and the province provides 
incentives for housing corporations to purchase 
solar panels. 

City of the Sun

A much talked-about project is the ‘City of the 
Sun’: to the south of Heerhugowaard, bordering 
the municipalities of Alkmaar and Langedijk, 
a new urban district is being built with around 
3000 homes and a recreational area. All the 
homes are energy-efficient and use a rene-
wable energy source, specifically the sun. This 
City of the Sun is CO

2
-neutral: it generates 

as much renewable energy as it uses for all its 
functions (living, working and traffic). 

Heading into   
CO

2
-neutral

neighbourhoods
The City of the Sun is one of the symbols of sustainable energy – a new 

neighbourhood development that is fully CO
2

-neutral, largely by making smart 

use of the sun. The province of Noord-Holland sees solar energy as one of its 

spearheads.
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